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BREAKING NEWS 

Data contributes to Blue Peace: Inventory 

of shared water resources in Western Asia 

The Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western 

Asia is the first effort led by the United Nations to 

catalogue and characterize transboundary water re-

sources in the Middle East. It is a desk study by the 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Western Asia (ESCWA) and the German Federal Insti-

tute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR), 

which has been developed in close consultation with 

national, regional and international experts.  

The Inventory follows a standardized structure, with 9 

surface water chapters and 17 groundwater chapters 

that systematically address hydrology, hydrogeology, 

water resources development and use, international 

water agreements and transboundary water manage-

ment efforts. The chapters cover all rivers and 

groundwater resources shared between and by Arab countries in the Middle East.  

Ultimately, there are 10 key findings highlighting important region-specific observations drawn from the 

Inventory. One finding for instance points out that water quality is deteriorating across the region, an issue, 

which is widely eclipsed by concerns over quantity. The key findings synthesize and consolidate some of the 

main issues regarding the identification, state, use and management of shared water resources. They point 

out water issues in need of rapid action and offer ideas for further research into shared water resources.  

 Homepage of Waterinventory 

 Interview with Co-Author Eileen Hofstetter 

 Contact: Eileen Hofstetter, Global Programme Water Initiatives, SDC 
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HEADQUARTER ACTIVITIES 
 

International experts learn about the trans-boundary cooperation for the 

protection of the river Rhine 

In September 2013, a study group of more 

than 40 senior policy makers, media repre-

sentatives, and water experts from West-

ern Asia (Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Tur-

key and the United Arab Emirates) visited 

Switzerland and Germany. The objective 

was to learn more about international 

cooperation for the protection of the river 

Rhine. The fact that, despite political con-

flicts, there exist strong relations and mu-

tual recognition among the water experts 

and political leaders in the region, made it possible to launch a Blue Peace project in 2010. The project is 

supported by SDC Global Water Initiatives. While some participants met with members of the Swiss Par-

liament, others celebrated the International Year of Water Cooperation 2013 with the blue &-symbol. 

 Read the whole story 

 More snapshots of the IYWC-campaign 

 

 

Swiss Water Partnership and its members cooperate to jointly present Swiss water 

expertise at the World Water Week 2013 

The Stockholm World Water Week (WWW) in September is the 

annual focal point for the globe's water issues since 1991 and at-

tracts key players from the water and development sector. The 

Swiss Water Partnership (SWP) organised jointly with nine of its 

members a booth exhibiting Swiss water expertise. Rotative owner-

ship and a variety of thematic and networking events attracted a 

lot of visitors.  

Highlight of the week was the presentation of the Swiss position 

on a dedicated future water goal, which had been endorsed by all 

SWP members and the Swiss government earlier this year, followed by a reception and networking aperitif 

organised by the Swiss Embassy. Several SWP members also organised jointly the thematic side event 

“turning water integrity challenges into opportunities”. The strong Swiss presence at the WWW was per-

ceived positively by the international water community and all SWP members who participated were fully 

satisfied. SWP members want to coordinate their presence at the WWW 2014 linking water and energy 

again through the SWP Secretariat. 

 See the posters of the members here 

 More information about SWP at WWW 

 Swiss Water Partnership 

 Contact: SWP’s Secretariat 

 

  

http://www.swisswaterpartnership.ch/richtext/24%20e.doc
http://www.swisswaterpartnership.ch/?pgR=50
http://www.swisswaterpartnership.ch/richtext/SWP%20stand-roll%20up.pdf
http://www.swisswaterpartnership.ch/index.php?pgR=36
http://www.swisswaterpartnership.ch/index.php?
mailto:info@swisswaterpartnership.ch
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29th AGUASAN Workshop: Meeting the Challenge of WASH in Health Facilities 

The 29th AGUASAN Workshop, organised by SDC, Helvetas, 

Sandec and Skat, tackled the topic of Water, Sanitation and Hy-

giene (WASH) in Health Facilities. 41 practitioners from 19 coun-

tries gathered for one week in June to identify ways of providing 

the development community with appropriate guidance and sup-

port regarding this topic. Health facilities face very specific WASH-

related challenges (e.g. accumulation of people with contagious 

diseases, disabled users of sanitation facilities) but also bear a very 

powerful potential in its function as a role model for the dissemi-

nation of hygiene practices within the community. The participants identified several important fields of 

action such as a comprehensive assessment of the current situation prior to any intervention or the selec-

tion of context-specific infrastructure. Finally, the development of a holistic management plan (financial, 

technical, environmental, institutional, social), be it for the health facility itself or on governmental level 

and the involvement of trained and motivated people will need to be part of every project related to 

WASH in health facilities. 

 Download the presentation 

 Contact: Manuel Thurnhofer, Global Programme Water Initiatives, SDC 

 

Switzerland consolidates its leading role for a Water Goal in the Post-2015 Agenda 

Switzerland has been active and visible in advocating for a dedicated water goal in the post-2015 devel-

opment agenda since the earliest stages of the debate. Being the first country that has officially expressed 

itself in favor of a standing-alone goal for a water-secure world, Switzerland is so far also the only country 

that has shared a comprehensive and coherent position paper on a water goal that addresses the wider 

water agenda, including WASH, water resources and wastewater management and water quality issues. 

Switzerland has earned wide recognition for its pioneering role and been highly influential on numerous 

outcome documents that have resulted from UN task forces and recent international water conferences 

such as the statements of Dushanbe (August), Stockholm (September), Budapest (October) and the 

UNSGAB Hashimoto Action Plan III (autumn 2013). In a side event of the UN General Assembly in New 

York, Federal Councillor Didier Burkhalter has offered Switzerland’s support in building an open country 

platform for a water goal aiming at the exchange of views, experience, capacity and evidence to allow for 

informed decisions in the upcoming post-2015 negotiation phase. In addition Switzerland has been invit-

ed to join the Steering Group of the Friends of Water that advocate in the name of water like-minded UN 

member states in New York. To support such endeavor the Swiss permanent mission to the UN has been 

reinforced with a water specialist. 

 Outcome document of Dushanbe conference 

 Statement of Stockholm World Water Week 

 Budapest Water Summit Statement 

 UNSGAB Hashimoto Action Plan III 

 Swiss Position Paper on Water in the Post-2015 Agenda 

 Further reading on Switzerland and Post-2015 Agenda 

 Contact: Manuel Thurnhofer, Global Programme Water Initiatives, SDC 

  

http://www.aguasan.ch/
mailto:manuel.thurnhofer@eda.admin.ch
http://www.hlicwc.org/
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN22_Stockholm_Statement.pdf
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN22_Budapest_Water_Summit_Statement.pdf
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN22_UNSGAB_Hashimoto_Action_Plan_III.pdf
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN22_Swiss_Position_Paper_on_Water.pdf
http://www.post2015.ch/
mailto:manuel.thurnhofer@eda.admin.ch
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NVTerra & Trunz Water Systems poised to receive Swiss Bluetec Bridge loan 

Two new projects are likely to be co-funded by the Swiss Bluetec Bridge, SDC’s pilot initiative to facilitate 

access to drinking water for base-of-the-pyramid customers thanks to innovative Swiss water technolo-

gies. Based in Monthey (VS), the spin-off NVTerra proposes to install a pilot water treatment unit based 

on filtration and electrolysis in a rural village in the Ivory Coast. The plant will treat insalubrious water 

from a well, to be sold at affordable prices through village fountains and in the neighbourhood through 

ergonomic cans. Trunz Water Systems, located in Steinach (SG), plans to install solar powered water puri-

fication units in rural Nepal with the goal to provide a sustainable solution for the treatment of arsenic-

contaminated groundwater. Both companies are currently negotiating loan agreements with the Manager 

of the Swiss Bluetec Bridge. An extension of the initiative’s scope is currently being considered and a third 

call for proposals is to be expected within the next weeks. 

 Swiss Bluetech Bridge 

 NVTerra 

 Trunz Water Systems 

 

 

Francesca Bernardini, High-level water Specialist at the Swiss mission in NY 

Since September 1st, the Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the United Nations (ECOSOC Team) was 

reinforced by a high-level water specialist acting as water adviser and SDC Global Programme Water Initi-

atives’ anchor in NY. Francesca Bernardini, former Head of the Secretariat of the UNECE Convention on 

the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention) and 

of its Protocol on Water and Health, will be in the frontline to support the Swiss efforts in the Post-2015 

Process and the building of an international alliance for a dedicated Water Goal. 

 Contact: Francesca Bernardini 

 

 

5th Peer Review, 26 and 27 September, 2013 

The 5th Peer Review of the Water Diplomacy and Water Economics clusters of the GPWIs 2013-2017 Strat-

egy has taken place in Bern on 26 and 27 September. This was the occasion of fruitful debates among the 

program managers in charge, the GPWIs as well as the panel of 4 international experts. The two days re-

viewed the progress and challenges of the programs. The peer review meeting was also an opportunity to 

confront ideas and vision regarding the Water Diplomacy and the Human Right debates (the latest with 

the participation of the UN Special Rapporteur, Ms. Catarina de Albuquerque) with the view to reinforce 

the Swiss voice and positioning. It was also a good opportunity to enhance the communication strategy 

of the GPWIs with rich debates on ways to better visualize our activities using infography and cartography 

tools. The 6th Peer review exercise will take place in Bern on 05 and 06 March, 2014.  

 Contact: Johan Gély, Global Programme Water Initiatives, SDC 

 

  

http://nvterra.ch/
http://www.swissbluetecbridge.ch/en/portfolio-view/quality-drinking-water-for-addah-village/
http://www.swissbluetecbridge.ch/en/portfolio-view/rural-water-enterprise-development/
http://www.swissbluetecbridge.ch/en/portfolio-view/rural-water-enterprise-development/
http://www.swissbluetecbridge.ch/en/
http://nvterra.ch/
http://www.trunzwatersystems.com/
mailto:francesca.bernardini@eda.admin.ch
mailto:johan.gely@eda.admin.ch
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IN-COUNTRY ACTIVITIES 
 

International Workshop on rural sanitation in Eastern Europe 

A joint workshop on rural sanitation was held among the SDC projects 

DESPRO (Ukraine) and ApaSan (Moldova) and consultants from Una 

Consulting (Bosnia and Herzegovina) on 11th October 2013 in Kiev, 

Ukraine. The objectives were a general exchange of experiences related to 

the specific local context and to prompt the discussion on clarifying 

strategic objectives of sanitation interventions in the projects: “What is our 

mission concerning sanitation in Ukraine/Moldova?” The workshop was 

part of the continuous exchange activities of the Sub-RésEAU Eastern 

Europe and produced very tangible learning experiences and results thanks 

to the clear focus on a single topic and the small number of very qualified 

experts participating. The positive experience showed that such a focussed 

workshop complements well the regular RésEAU meetings with a wider 

range of topics and a larger audience. 

 Download the report 

 Contact: Stefan Diener (DESPRO) or Florian Klingel (ApaSan), Skat Consulting 

  

SuizAgua at “Budapest Water Summit 2013” 

The Government of Hungary in cooperation with the United Na-

tions (UN) and the World Water Council organized the global Bu-

dapest Water Summit, October 8
th

 - 11
th

. The principal objective of 

the Budapest Water Summit was to take stock of the various de-

velopments in preparing the water related goal for the post 2015 

development agenda. The Water and Sanitation Expo was orga-

nized at the conference venue. The Expo focused on clean, innova-

tive and affordable solutions in the field of water and sanitation 

and therefore Suizagua participated. Suizagua is an initiative of the 

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation based on the water footprint concept. Representatives of 

Suizagua Andina Peru shared and disseminated the project activities in Peru, Colombia and Chile in alli-

ance with the private sector to measure and reduce their water footprint and to share value in water. 

 Budapest Water Summit 

 

Investments on Watershed Services Incubator Clinic in Peru 

From the 5th to the 7th of November, the second annual “Investments on Watershed Services Incubator 

Clinic” was held in Lima, Peru.  Under the auspices of the global SDC project “Scaling-up watershed ser-

vices to address the global water crisis” with Forest Trends, the Ministry of Environment convenes every 

year representatives from different government and non-government organizations interested and in-

volved in the implementation of mechanisms to protect water sources throughout the country. This year´s 

event was cosponsored by the Challenge Program on Water and Food, a CGIAR initiative to research the 

nexus between water and food in different Andean watersheds. The event discussed how these arrange-

ments to protect water sources are perceived and addressed by different water sectors (drinking water, 

hydroelectricity generators and agriculture) in Peru and in other Andean countries. 

 Contact: Carla Toranzo  

http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN22_Sanitation_Workshop.pdf
mailto:stefan.diener@skat.ch
mailto:florian.klingel@skat.ch
http://www.budapestwatersummit.hu/
mailto:Carla.Toranzo@eda.admin.ch
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SABA PLUS: Commitments and Agreements at different levels 

Last trimester, the SABA Plus team facili-

tated a meeting of the National Rural 

Sanitation Programme (PNSR). 15 regional 

governments signed an agreement of 

cooperation that will promote access to 

high quality sustainable water and sanita-

tion services. At a Special Meeting held in 

Lima, the presidents of the 15 regional 

governments committed themselves to allocating 4% of their budgets to regional investment projects for 

rural water and sanitation. Criteria for prioritization shall be based on vulnerability due to poverty and 

prevalence of diarrheal diseases. The co-ordination and support of different actors will make it much easi-

er to reach these goals. 

 More information in Spanish 

 Contact: Cesarina Quintana 

 

Water availability may hamper global coffee supply 

A conference held on October 10, 2013 in Buon Ma Thout – heart of Vi-

etnam’s coffee production - attracted over 80 participants discussing the 

way forward for improved irrigation practices in the coffee sector. The 

Western Highlands Agriculture and Forestry Science Institute (WASI), the 

International Water Management Institute (IWMI) and Embden, Drishaus 

and Epping Consulting (EDE) presented the research findings outlined in the 

policy brief entitled: “Vietnam to produce more coffee with less water”.  

The research is part of a joint project between Nestlé and SDC on ‘Water 

Footprint and Water Consumption of Coffee Production in Vietnam’ that 

prepares the ground for concrete formulation and implementation of im-

proved water management practices in the coffee sector.  

 Download the policy brief: Vietnam to produce more coffee with less water 

 Contact: Eileen Hofstetter, Global Programme Water Initiatives, SDC 

 

CURRENT TOPICS 
 

TAF and TIP: Support for decision makers in the WASH sector 

Practitioners in charge of providing appropriate WASH solutions in a giv-

en context face a vast variety of technologies to choose from. Additional-

ly often formal validation and introduction guidelines and capacities are 

lacking which are required to take promising technologies to scale. With 

support from Skat Consulting the WASHTech project has developed and 

tested two complementary tools which should help to overcome these 

obstacles. The Technology Applicability Framework (TAF) is a decision 

support tool on the applicability, scalability and sustainability of a specific 

WASH technology in a specific context. The focus of the TAF is on as-

http://pnsr.vivienda.gob.pe/index.php?accion=noticia&idnot=38
mailto:cesarina.quintana@eda.admin.ch
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/News/document.php?itemID=11290&langID=1
mailto:eileen.hofstetter@eda.admin.ch
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sessing WASH technologies and their readiness to provide lasting services in a given context. The Tech-

nology Introduction Process (TIP) is a guiding document to support actors involved in the introduction 

process to define their tasks in the phase of the uptake process.  

 Documents are accessible here 

 Contact: André Olschewski, Skat Consulting 

 

Nazava Water Filters 2013 Laureate of The Tech Awards 

Nazava Water Filters was today named as a laureate of The Tech Awards 

2013, one of 10 global innovators recognized each year for applying tech-

nology to benefit humanity and spark global change. The Tech Awards, a 

signature program of The Tech Museum of Innovation, and presented by 

Applied Materials, Inc., selected Nazava Water Filters as one of two laureates 

in the Nokia Health Category. This category considers technologies which 

are about to revolutionize health care, improving the quality of life for those 

with disabilities to eradicating deadly diseases. Laureates are selected by a 

prestigious panel of international judges organized by the Center for Sci-

ence, Technology, and Society at Santa Clara University, and made up of 

Santa Clara University faculty as well as leaders from educational and re-

search institutions, industry and the public sector. 

 More information about Nazava 

 The Tech Awards 

 

KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS 

 

Managing Water Use in Scarce Environments: A Catalogue of 

Case Studies 

The publication by the 2030 Water Resource Group provides a series of case 

studies from agriculture, industry and the municipal sector to address the wa-

ter security issue. All cases are analysed in detail regarding the effect of the 

measures on water withdrawals, consumptive use and basin impact and they 

are underlined by an assessment of the economic impact in terms of capital 

cost and estimated unit cost of water per volume. The introduction provides an 

excellent explanation of the concept of water savings at the different levels and 

the impact on the environment and thus the sustainability of water manage-

ment. 

The webbased version can be browsed selectively setting filters according to 

interest (region, sector, intervention or impact)   

 Or download report  

 

  

http://www.washtechnologies.net/
mailto:andre.olschewski@skat.ch
http://www.nazava.com/english/
http://thetechawards.thetech.org/
http://www.waterscarcitysolutions.org/
http://www.waterscarcitysolutions.org/assets/WRG-Managing-Water-Scarcity-Catalogue.pdf
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Water Harvesting – Guidelines to Good Practice 

These practical guidelines offer a menu of technologies that can form part of 

an overall adaptation strategy for practitioners in the field and inform decision 

makers and donors to better understand and implement their choices. These 

technologies are flexible and if needed can be adjusted to the local context 

while being embedded into institutional frameworks. The aim is to stimulate 

discussion and new thinking about improved water management in general, 

and water harvesting in particular, within rainfed agriculture, particularly in the 

drylands and to facilitate, share and upscale good practice in water harvesting 

given the state of current knowledge. The publication was mandated by IFAD, 

prepared by WOCAT in collaboration with MetaMeta and RAIN and funded by 

SDC and  IFAD. 

 Download the Guidelines from the WOCAT Homepage 

 

 

Asian Water Development Outlook 2013: Measuring Water Security in Asia and 

the Pacific 

ADB presents a new tool for assessing national water security based on 5 key 

indicators: household, economic-, urban- and environmental water security as 

well as resilience to water related disasters. Poverty reduction and governance 

are cross cutting perspectives in each dimension. The study found that in Asia 

and the Pacific more than 75% of the countries are experiencing a serious lack 

of water security. The tool can also be useful to assess progress towards a wa-

ter secure world as proposed in the Post 2015 development agenda. 

  

 Download the report 

 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Technical Training in WASH Infrastructure, Madagascar  January 13-18, 2014 

The training is a broad, intense 6-day course with a strong practical focus, providing a rare opportunity to 

learn through both theoretical and hands-on practical sessions. The training is invaluable to both those 

who need more technical input for their work, as well as for those in management functions who find 

themselves more and more involved in water and/or sanitation programmes, but lack the basic technical 

and theoretical background.    

 Find more information in the flyer 

 BushProof Madagascar 

 Contact: Mathieu Monteleone, BushProof 

 

 

  

https://www.wocat.net/en/knowledge-base/documentation-analysis/recent-publications.html
http://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/pub/2013/asian-water-development-outlook-2013.pdf
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN22_WASH_Infrastructure_Training_Flyer.pdf
http://www.bushproof-madagascar.com/
mailto:madatech3@bushproof.net
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ABOUT 
 

“SDC Water News” is the electronic news bulletin of SDC’s Global Program Water Initiatives sent out to 

Swiss international cooperation people who are loosely organised in the water network “RésEAU”. 

RésEAU aims at assuring the sector knowledge management within SDC and with its partners. It’s an-

chored in the Global Programme Water Initiatives and the network’s focal point is Manuel Thurnhofer. 

“SDC Water News” lives through interaction and active involvement and you are invited to send – at any 

time – your contributions, feedbacks, as well as subscription issues to the editor. The news team is grateful 

for any input received. 

 SDC’s Global Programme Water Initiatives 

 RésEAU Shareweb 

 SDC Water News Archive 

 RésEAU Focal Point: Manuel Thurnhofer 

 Editorial team: Manuel Thurnhofer, François Münger, Christian Eggs,  

Johan Gély, Chris Morger, Roger Schmid, Stefan Diener and various  

contributing collaborators from abroad. 

 Send articles and comments to Stefan Diener 

The content of SDC WATER NEWS does not necessarily reflect the official SDC 

policies. Information contained may be freely used for non-commercial purposes, 

as long as SDC is duly acknowledged 

http://www.sdc.admin.ch/en/Home/About_SDC/Organisation/Global_Cooperation/Global_Programme_Water_Initiatives
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/Newsletter/Newsletter_archive
mailto:manuel.thurnhofer@eda.admin.ch
mailto:manuel.thurnhofer@eda.admin.ch
mailto:francois.muenger@eda.admin.ch
mailto:christian.eggs@eda.admin.ch
mailto:johan.gely@eda.admin.ch
mailto:chris.morger@helvetas.org
mailto:roger.schmid@skat.ch
mailto:stefan.diener@skat.ch
mailto:stefan.diener@skat.ch

